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Giddens Assumes Directorship
by Sean Culhane

After an extensive and exhaustive search, the LBE now has
a new director. The Court of Governors appointed Professor
Anthony Giddens as Director of the School late last year,
and he officially entered the post on January 6.

Professor G'd%m was formerly Professor of Sociology
and Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. He (g an alumnus
of LSE (MA Smc clogy 1959-81) and has written or edited
over 30 books. Ha hms also lectured in many of the world's
leading institutions, drawing upon a diverse range of
intellectual d sc.g& ines.

Professor Giddens, 58, brings 1o the challenging posi
of Director, extensive and highly regarded sam%aziy!
management, and entrepreneurial experience gained from
both the academic and business sectors. For exampie, he
turned the Department of Social and Political Science at
Cambridge into a fully-fledged Faculty and was s
Chairman and Department Head for five years. He also co-
founded and developed Polity Press, an important
publisher of works in the social sclences and humanities
which presently produces about 80 books a year.

Anthony Giddens has been described by many as the
world's most eminent social theorist. Indeed, Chairman of
the Court of Governors, Sir Peter Parker, recently described
Giddens as "the embodiment of the international excellence
which the School has set as its hallmark.” However, not
expecting 1o rest on his laurels, Professor Giddens has
significant plans for LSE and its future, a small sample of
which may be seen in his open letter to the AFLSE
membership on page 2.

Assessing LSE

h Ann Imlah Schneider

BLiLE ine

LSE received a most encouraging Chrisimas present this
season. On December 19, 1896 the Higher Education
Funding Council for England (HEFCE) announced the
asults of its 1986 Hesearch Assessment Exercise: LSE
ranked among the top three universities in the UK
according o Science magazine's report of January 3
L8E's reading of the scores, lis research quality ranks
above C»xz‘mzj and s second on y o Cambridge—and
indeed, if only the relevant disciplines are compared, LSE
comes out #1.

LSE's departments of Economics and Econometrics,
Economic History, Politics and International Studies, and
Social Policy all achieved the highest possible ranking, 57,
having demonsiraied that the quality of their research
"equates o atlainable levels of international excellence in
a majority of sub-areas of aclivity”™ Law, Anthropology,
Business and Management Studies, Accountancy, and
International History were very close in their rankings, each
with a score of 5, with "research guality that eguates to
international level in some [sub-areas of activity] and at
least national lavel in a majority” (or to "attainable levels of
national excellence” in virtually all sub-arsas).

A major component in the ranking process ig the
publication record of faculty, reporied for each department.
Oxford, which had ranked second in the previous exercise
when it submitted information about 899% of its facully,
chose not o include 10% of s faculty this fime, which

allowed it 1o achieve a #1 position. LSE and Cambridge,
however, entered 98% of their faculties; LSE has adjusted
the ranking for this difference, with the result that
Cambridge comes out on top, followed by LSE and then
Oxford in a close third place.

The rankings are done only once every four years and
are important because of thelr expected impact on
university research funding allocations into the next century.
indeed, according to the report in Science, the December
announcement was soon followed by an article in The
Observer suggesting that government funding for research
(about US$1.1 billion this year) be restricted 10 a university
"superleague” including only the top 12 institutions.

While the value and uses of the ranking exercise may be
controversial, many agree that the svaluations are ussful
and do reveal "unexpected areas of strength.”

And what about teaching? The HEFCE also does
departmental leaching assessments, but on a rolling basis
rather than all at once as for reasearch. Assessments for
several LSE depariments are anticipated in the next three
to four vears; since 1993 at zeas% nine departmenis—
Anthropology, Economic History, Industrial Relations,
information  Sysiems, and Social  Policy  and
Administration—have received top (excellent) ratings.

From LSE we hear that more information on these
assessments s available on the Internet. Please access:
hitp/foack.niss.ac.ulveducation/

Next Issue: May. Features will include the Challenge
Appeal and the Alumni Fuwmmenm initiative.
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Open Letter g””f}% s
;%ﬁ%i&@@ 'y Giddens

As the new Director of the School, | am writing 1o introduce
myself to you, the members of the American Friends of
LSE
| hope my coming to the School will mark the begins

of a new and examg g:}w iod in its history. LSE is one of L"w
greatest academic institutions in the world, and | feel very
proud to have beeﬂ ap;}@ inted to lead it. | shall do all | can
1o ensure that the School retaing, and expands, the
reputation it has for intellectual radicalism and adventure.

The increased recruitment of ouistanding studenis from
all over the world is fundamental o the G’%bm@ ‘s fulure. As
our ambassadors, | am asking all alumni to work on our
hehalf in both raising the School’s profile and in afiracting
the world's best students to the School. Your confributions
to the American Friends Scholarship Fund continue 1o play
an important part in this work, and we are all very grateful
to you for your support.

| look forward o meeting many of you in the coming
years and sharing with you my plans for the School.

New Office for AFLSE

by Doreen Crompton

The AFLSE has found it necessary fo change offices as of
February 1, 1997. Our new office provider is Jim Warren,
Head of College Connections, Inc., which serves the local
or regional alumni organizations of Clemson, Duke, and
Radford Universities. Jim is a graduate of Duke and George
Washington Law School. College Connections was started
by Jim's wife, Laura, who graduated from the University of
North Carolinag at Chapel Hill and has an MBA from George
Washington University. Laura also spent time in London,
where, coincidentally, she shared a flat with an LSE
student. The new office is in Mclean, Virginia, within easy
reach of Washington, DC. The Baeid' | and e-mal! addresses,
phone, and fax numbers are all listed on the masthead of
this newsletllsr.

Excerpts from Scholars, January 1997

The following guotes are iaken n reports sent io AFLSE
by recent AFLSE Scholarship awardees

Edith Li (1996/97 awardee, Economics). "Happy New Year
and greetings from London! It has been a remarkable and

very full half year nere in England and at LSE. Again |
would like fo take this opportunity fo thank you for the
@eﬂemu& scholarship that has made my studies here
possible.” (January, 31 1997)

Sarah Szalavitz (1996/97 awardse, Comparative Politics)
“Hi, evea‘ymma is going very well for me at the LSE, but at
the moment | am immersed in finals, as the Government

Benjamin Bowler (1995/96 awardee in second year

MSc program, Economics). "l am very grateful for all of y@u?
help." The "experience at the LSE [is] absolutely wonderful;
the opportunity to meet and discuss ideas with students and
professors from alt over the world in a truly world-city such
as London is what makes the LSE experience so
worthwhile " (December, 27 1996)

Lastly, Emily Hill, 2 1991/92 awardee in History, is now at
Yale working on har PhD, and she has just been slecied o
the Council of the American Historical Association.

The AFLSE Challenge
and
Annual Scholarship Appeal

 Make a gift to the AFLSE Challenge or Appeal by
sending a check made out 1o either the AFLSE Challenge
or Annual Scholarship Appeal.

» Check with vour employer about corporale
matching, and turn in the completed forms.

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE FAX

E-MAIL

CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT $

Please send this form with vour donation 1o

"AFLSE Challenge” or "Annual Scholarship Appeal”
American Friends of the LSE
P.O.BOX 7712
Mclean, VA 221086
THANK YOU!

New Chapters Created

by Lionel Laurant

Recently, new AFLSE chapters have been created in
Buffalo, Ceniral Florida, Hampton Hoads (Virginia), and
Seattie. All AFLSE members in these areas (especially
recent LSE students) are G“Cﬁs’aﬁé‘}(} to become active in
thelr local chapter. The followin list of Chapter Heads
and how 10 reach them:

Bufialo

*’*“’"‘”& £y

LIOWIIN
Buffalo, NY %2%

Work: BO0-227-3300
Home: 716-823-2487

Central Florida —— JASON BUSTO
1702 Saint Louis

Tampa, FL 33607

Work: 813-251-1061

LAURIE NAISMITH

Harmnpton Roads Area
596 Mowbray Arch, #850
Norfollke, VA 23507

Home & Fax: 757-827-1202

Seatile
13256 242nd Place, SE.
tssaguah, WA 98027
Work: 206-836-1747
Home: 206-391-3421

New York Chapter Rejuvenated!
by Lynn and Gene Freida

Over 160 alumni attended the rejuvenated New York
Chapter's successful cockiall party, which was held at the
Princeton Club in Manhattan last November. The group also
held a holiday drinks party at a local pub in December.

The Chapter was previously headed by Pilar Bretos-
Laurant, who recently moved to Washington, DC. The
group is grateful to Pilar and is resolute on continuing her
efforts. Four major events are scheduled for 1997, inciuding
a happy hour scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 28
at The Playwright in Manhattan. (Location: 202 West 49th
Street, 3rd floor)

We are still looking for new members and encourage
everyone interested (especially new grads) to contact our
membership chair John Casey. The following is a list of
officers for the New York Chapter:

Lynn and Gene Frieda (co-presidents), 212-7639-3893,
Lirieda@piwpubs.com or gfrieda@ideaus.com

Deborah Tillman (co-vice president & svents chair,
212-245-1076, diilman@claven.gsb.columbia.edu

Deepak Kanungo (co-vice president), 212-727-8465,
kanungo@aol.com

Page Howard (sscrefary), 212-717-7355
page_howard@smb.com

Leon Desbrow (freasurer), 201-467-4462,
73051 1765@compuserve.com

John Casey (membership chair}, 212-678-4821
john.casey@bankerstrust.com

Guslav Bahn (prospective student contact)
212-828-0900C {w), (through Aprit 1, 1997},

tiahesh or Manika Krishnamurli (prospective student
contacts — after April, 1), 516-424-4473
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1. Duffle Bag: Black cotlon canvas, :{”;eﬂ er” iogo,
adiustable shoul é@v strap, 16" x 8" x 9" $25.00
2. T-Shirt: White with purple "beaver” %Gg@ on left chest;
heavyweight 100% pre-shrunk cotion. $17.00
Sweatshirt. White with purple "beaver” logo on left
chest; 90% cotton/10% polyester fabric. $45.00
4. Cap: Natural, beige will cloth cap with black "lettered”
logo. Cne size fits all. §12.00
Py’lmg White porcelain wi zh 22K gold rim and red
“lettered" logo. Mug is dishwasher safe. $10.00
6. Beaver: 11" toy beaver with white cotton bandanna
emblazoned with red “lettered” logo. $22.00
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MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

NAME

PHONE

FAX

ADDRESS

(Street addresses only; no P.O. Boxes)

CITY STATE ZIP

E-MAIL

ITEM SIZE (L or XL ary. PRICE
SUBTOTAL e

SHIPPING & HANDLING (see below)

GRAND TOTAL .
Shipping & Handling Charges

For Orders of Add

up to $15 $3.00

15.00 — 49.99 $5.00

50.00 —99.59 $9.00

100.00 — 14599 $12.00

Send check or money order to: AFLSE

P.O.Box 7712

Cuestions? Call 703-734-8338 Mclean, VA 22108

Show pride in the School while helping AFLSE!
Proceeds from this sale provide vital support.




